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Message from the Minister 

Approaching Jesus 
 
This autumn bible studies groups will be looking at bible study material 
written by Cathy Madavan, entitled: ‘Approaching Jesus’. She uses 
some stories from Matthews Gospel were individuals (Peter & Judas) or 
groups (Pharisees) approach Jesus and talk to Him. 
 
I was rather intrigued by that idea when first looking at the material. 
Reading the Gospels it is mainly Jesus who approaches people but 
there are those occasions were people approach Him and when they do 
it is often with questions. So the Pharisees ask: ‘why do your disciples 
break the tradition of the elders? They don’t wash their hands before 
they eat? (Matt 15: 1). While Peter asks: ‘how many times shall I forgive 
my brother?’ (Matt 18: 21). Judas is an exception; he approaches Jesus 
with a kiss (Matt 26: 49), striking in itself. Would you approach Jesus 
with a kiss in the #me too era?   
 
It does make me reflect on how I would approach Jesus. What 
questions would I ask, what actions would I undertake. There are 
questions galore – why, if you healed so freely, does it seem that most 
of our prayer for healing go unanswered? Why did you cast out so many 
demons and what place for mental health? Why didn’t you condemn the 
brutal occupation Palestine by the Roman Empire? And there are many 
more such questions. The older I become the more questions I seem to 
have, with seemingly fewer answers coming to the fore. I do wonder 
however if I hear Jesus whisper a question of His own: ‘Are these the 
real questions you want to ask me?’ And I wonder about that too, the 
questions that Jesus asks seem to be the ones that are deeply 
personal. So His first question to the Samaritan woman is for a drink of 
water (John 4) leads to His statement that ‘the water I give will become 
a spring of water welling up to eternal life’. Not just a theological 
statement but Jesus offering the woman a new and far more fulfilling 
life, which then accepts and her life is never the same again becoming 
the first evangelist mentioned in the Bible. 
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My prayer for this autumns studies is that we to might learn to ask the 
questions that lead us to ‘fullness of life’. 
 

Grace & Peace 
 

Gert 
 

 

Words of Inspiration   
 
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!  

Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.  
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, 
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such 
things.  
Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in 
me—put it into practice.  
And the God of peace will be with you. 
 

Philippians Ch 4 v 4-9 
 

 
 

               November 2018 
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News of the Fellowship 
 
We heard with great sadness of the death of Roy Davies on 
Sunday 21st October. We think of and pray for Moyra and the family 
and all those who mourn Roy’s death. Roy was a lifelong member of 
Woodgate and then Loughborough Baptist Church, playing a pivotal 
role in so many areas of the church’s life and he will be sadly missed as 
he affected so many people through his life and work. 
 
We pray for those who are unwell, Pat Maisch having hospital 
procedures, Eileen Rainbow as she recovers, Ron Ryder and Marjorie 
Gensmantle who have been ill. 
 
We send congratulations to Eileen Wardle who celebrates her 90th 
birthday on November 17th 

 
Edwin Newbold has now moved to The Willows, Shepshed and we 
remember him and Kath as they come to a different phase in their lives. 
We were very pleased to have Ken Cotterill worshipping with us 
recently, we think of him and others of you who miss being able to come 
regularly to worship but we know that you are always with us in spirit 
and we keep you in our prayers. 
 
 

Quiet Reflections 
  

Gentle shepherd, lead my feet 
Through pastures green and waters sweet. 

My soul revive, my steps restore, 
That I may love you more and more. 
When the dark veil of death I face, 

Support me still with words of grace. 
Protect me from unnumbered foes 

Which my heavenward way oppose. 
Then at last, dangers past, 
With the blest, let me rest 

Within the heavenly fold so fair. 
Gentle shepherd, lead me there. 
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Christmas Shoe Boxes 

The shoes boxes packed with small Christmas gifts which are to be sent 
all over the world are beginning to be brought into church. It is  both 
amazing and  sad to think that these are the only presents some 
children will receive this Christmas. The picture in the foyer shows the 
pleasure the children get from opening these boxes. 

The last day for bringing your box into church is November 11th so there 
is still time.  Boxes and leaflets are in the foyer; so please if you would 
like to help, gather you contents together, pack it up and bring it to 
church!! 

Alternatively if you have items that you think would be appropriate to go 
in a box give them to Hilary Ketton or Margaret Thirlwell and we will 
make sure that they are included. Many thanks! 
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LOUGHBOROUGH LADIES CHOIR 

AUTUMN CONCERT 

at LOUGHBOROUGH BAPTIST CHURCH 

17TH NOVEMBER 2018 at 7.30pm 

Soloists 

Sarah Archer, Cello and Pat Maisch, Flute 

proceeds to Kidney Care UK 

Tickets £6 concessions £5 available from choir members                           
or the Church Office 
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Lunchtime Concert 
 
On Tuesday 20th November we shall have a return visit from two stalwarts 
of the concert series: Caroline Faulkner and Lynne Glover as a flute and 
piano duo. They will be bringing Judith Morrison with them to do some 
reading and reciting. Caroline is still based in Barrow on Soar but Lynne 
has moved to Cornwall so getting them together can be a matter of careful 
planning. We look forward to some good music-making. 

David Gabe 
 

Local stories from  World War 1 
 
Marigold Cleeve is giving a talk on stories from WW1. She is a researcher 
for the Carillon Tower and War Memorial Museum and  has been working 
on the accounts of servicemen for several months. Some of these have 
appeared in the pages of the Loughborough Echo. The title of the talk to 
the Local Baptist History Group on the 26th November is “Stepping Back 
100 years: Loughborough Stories from WW1”. 
 
The talk is on Monday 26th November 7.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. This is an 
open invitation but numbers have to be restricted so please check with 
Martin or Irene Allen or Stan or Hilary Cramer if you would like to join us.  
 

100 years remembered 
 
Laurence Binyon (10 August 1869 – 10 March 1943) was an English poet, 
dramatist and art scholar. Too old to enlist in the First World War, he 
nonetheless volunteered at a British hospital for French soldiers. He was 
greatly moved by the opening of the Great War and the high number of 
casualties, as well as his experiences at the hospital, and wrote poems 
about those times – including 'For the Fallen', which is still read at 
remembrance services today. He is among the Great War poets 
commemorated on a slate stone in Westminster Abbey's Poets' Corner.          
A quotation from his poem 'For the Fallen' featured on a commemorative 
stamp produced in 2014 by Royal Mail as one of their Special Stamps 
commemorating the 100th anniversary of the First World War. 

The Poetry Society 
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For the Fallen 
by Laurence Binyon 

With proud thanksgiving, a mother for her children, 
England mourns for her dead across the sea. 
Flesh of her flesh they were, spirit of her spirit, 
Fallen in the cause of the free. 

Solemn the drums thrill: Death august and royal 
Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres. 
There is music in the midst of desolation 
And a glory that shines upon our tears. 

They went with songs to the battle, they were young, 
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow. 
They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted, 
They fell with their faces to the foe. 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We will remember them. 

They mingle not with their laughing comrades again; 
They sit no more at familiar tables of home; 
They have no lot in our labour of the day-time; 
They sleep beyond England’s foam. 

But where our desires are and our hopes profound, 
Felt as a well-spring that is hidden from sight, 
To the innermost heart of their own land they are known 
As the stars are known to the Night; 

As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust, 
Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain, 
As the stars that are starry in the time of our darkness, 
To the end, to the end, they remain. 
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Yarn Angels 

Yarn Angels is now a year old and we are still knitting and crocheting as 
fast as we can. We held a coffee morning in April and raised £124. As we 
had been asked by Loughborough Town of Sanctuary for black hats, we 
spent some of the money on forty balls of black Aran wool. As I write this 
there are only two full balls left that haven’t been allocated to a knitter and 
as you read this I’m hopeful that they will have been used to create more 
hats. Each meeting, one of the regular knitters takes the completed hats 
and stores them in her parent’s garage - we are planning to donate them 
sometime in the autumn ready for winter. By a fortunate coincidence I 
made a contact at Knit for Peace in London. They are a national centre for 
receiving donated knitted and crocheted items and passing them on to 
worthy causes nationwide and overseas. When disasters happen they 
know when and logistically how to get necessary items to appropriate 
places. I put them in contact with Loughborough Town of Sanctuary for 
knitted toys which we were struggling to provide enough of. 

 We have sent three parcels of knitted squares to South Africa for Knit a 
Square charity. It can take a month for them to arrive and then up to three 
months for them to document on the “received parcels” page of the website 
that they have arrived. So far we have had confirmation that the first of our 
parcels has arrived. Each parcel contains 60-70 8-inch squares depending 
on the weight of the wool. I was advised by someone who regularly sends 
parcels and contributes to the website to send via Royal Mail by sea in 
parcels of just under 2kg as this is the safest and most reliable method 
which doesn’t incur greater costs at the other end. This costs £12.05. It 
seems the South African authorities will use any excuse to add extra duty if 
they can ! 

Since my last report we have also made another donation to InterCare of 
blankets and baby clothes and had an email from them thanking us for our 
continued support. 

Over the summer, attendance at the bi-monthly meetings has been variable 
as people go on holiday or don’t like to knit during the summer but I am 
hopeful that now we are coming into autumn numbers will pick up again.  
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Knotty Knits and Kreative Krafts on Baxtergate  continues to support us 
with donations from their customers and we have another coffee morning 
booked for October. Our supply of yarn is starting to go down so any 
donations of machine washable yarn will be gratefully received. 

Thank you 

Agape Feast Service 
 
As part of our ‘Approaching Jesus’ Series we will be holding an Agape 
Feast. The Agape Feast is a special service of worship where food, 
reflection on the Bible, communion and testimony are woven together in 
an act of worship. Many Christian traditions have the Agape Feast but 
we will be drawing on the Moravian tradition. 
 
The service will be held on Sunday 18th November and will start at 11 
am. You are invited to arrive at 10.45am for refreshment and cake. 
The service will included a full dinner so there is no need to rush back 
for Sunday lunch. You are also invited to bring an item which is precious 
to you and has a story attached and share the story during the Agape 
Feast. 
 

Looking Forward to the Festive Season! 

Before the Christmas season gets in to swing, the Fellowship Team is 
setting the scene with a  

Festive Film Night on Tuesday November 27th at 7.00 pm. 

The popular film “Miracle on 34th Street” (1994) will be shown – and to 
continue the festive feel, mince pies, mulled wine & hot chocolate will be 
served. Tickets will be available after Sunday services or from the 
church office at £4.00 each, with children under 12 years old at £1.00 or 
free with an adult. Come to rekindle an old memory, or to get the 
“feelgood” factor flowing! 
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Carolling 
Christmas

Saturday 15th December, 
10.00 am onwards

Come and listen to Christmas Music and Carols 
performed by local Loughborough choirs and musicians

Cakes, Crafts and Christmas gifts

Delicious seasonal refreshments and light lunches

Donations for  Barnardo’s
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Some of our work amongst                                     
children and their families 

Messy Church 

Our Messy Church goes forward. After having a break in August we met 
again in September and October. Our numbers continue to be upwards 
of thirty people including parents, children and other members of their 
family. This means that we are in close contact with the whole family 
which is a very positive experience. 

In September our theme was Harvest, in October we had an overview of 
the Bible and on the 7 November our theme is Light. All sessions 
include material from the Bible, handicrafts, a cooked meal and worship. 
The children and their parents are active participants in all of these. 

At the church meeting it was felt that it would be good if there were 
closer links between messy Church and Sunday Church. Sunday 
church worshippers are always welcome to come along to Messy 
Church  -to help, to chat or just to be! We encourage messy Church 
members to be involved in events in the church where they can 
participate – we hope that some will be involved in the Christmas 
service which we are starting to plan.  

 

Superstars and Superstars Extra 

The groups have completed half a term of activity, creativity, fun and 
exhaustion -both leaders and members are included in this description! 

Themes of the evenings have been -  Our Fifth Birthday Party, Mazes, 
Joke Night, Beetle Bits, Paper in the Air to name but a few. 

The children are enthusiastic and full of energy; they do crafts, play 
games and undergo challenges to name  but a few. Bible stories and 
songs play a part in the evening and the meal is always preceded by 
grace together.  
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We have added to our leadership list and we are extremely grateful to 
those people who are prepared to spend part of their Friday evening 
enabling the children to have a good time at church. 

 

SundiClub 

Our Sundiclub is small and largely if not wholly made up of the children 
whose parents share worship with us on a Sunday morning. The Staff 
are pleased that the work they do enables parents to enjoy worship 
within the church fellowship. 

The members of Sundiclub are young, ranging from babies to six year 
olds. We all meet together as the several families of brothers and sisters 
enjoy being with each other. Even so we try to meet the needs of the 
different ages – some of the children are remarkably knowledgeable 
about things of the faith and  the contents of the Bible – we have 
interesting discussions and try to share the faith together. 

Activities always form part of our programme and most of the children 
take part in these with interest, enjoyment and gusto!! 

We hope that the seeds that are being sown will take root and grow and 
that these children will one day have much to contribute to the life and 
growth of the church. 

 

Monday Nighters 
 

Our first meeting in November is on 5th when Mike Davy will speak to us 
on  "The Giants of the Forest" 
On November 19th we have "Rainbows Hospice for children" with Gary 
Farnfield 
Monday 3rd December "Technology for the Blind "with Brian Rogers. 
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Baptist Women’s Fellowship 
 
September 25th Barbara Tamaraso is a retired Salvation Army 
Officer; this was her first visit to our group. She told us of her service, 
with her husband, in Latin American countries, Uruguay, Chile and 
Argentina, where the language was Portuguese. Working in poor, 
deprived and dangerous areas, she told us of residents where they had 
been able to offer support and help to families and others. Ordinary 
people had respect for them and the drugs scene or weapons did not 
frighten her. Her only fear was when army officers went to her home 
and interviewed her. 
 
October 2nd Operation Agri – Sowing seeds in Malawi. 
Malawi is a small country in Africa, one of the ten poorest countries and 
least developed in the world. It was devastated  by flooding in 2015 and 
drought in 2016, leaving farmers with no seeds for planting in 2017, no 
money to send children to school and very little to eat. Through a local 
church pastor, two Christian Charities came to their aid, the African 
Pastors Fellowship and Foundations for Farming. Farmers were trained 
in different ways to grow maize and given drought resistant seed; their 
crops were very good; so the training will be passed on to others. 
Operation Agri became involved in 2017, giving money to enable this to 
happen. A bring and buy stall and a coffee morning have raised money 
towards our donation. 
 
October 9th Another visit to the past with David Jones 
His talk was ‘Constancy and Changes’ as he looked back at 
Loughborough’s past and up to today. Some examples were of the road 
plan of the old town still the same but with alterations, the buildings and 
occupants, the Market Place and the trades, churches, housing, family 
life. So many memories stirred; ready for a future meeting? 
 
October 16th Our series on members stories this week gave Marjorie 
Gensmantle the opportunity to tell us her memories from 1939-1949. 
Allowed to leave school at the start of the war, living in Wakefield, she 
started in a woollen mill as a weaver. She was too small to reach the 
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loom and steps were provided which were very difficult to use.  Called 
up at 17, she worked as an electrician on Lancaster bombers. She 
loved the atmosphere and the group she worked with. Towards the end 
of the war she joined the Women’s Land Army and worked in several 
places; Marjorie always had good billets to look after her. She left in 
1949 to get married, but missed working with friends. Recently she 
received a Land Army medal when it was decided there should be 
recognition of their work. 
 
Future Events 
November 6th Baptist Women’s World Day of Prayer 
November 13th Rev Stephen Cooper 
November 20th Betty’s story 
November 27th  Maureen Curley 
December 4th A Christmas Present Memory 
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Rotas for November 
 
CHURCH FLOWERS              
Nov 4th  Pam Dyson 

Nov 11th  Moyra Davies 

Nov 18th TBC 

Nov 25th  Coalville Friends 
 

 

SATURDAY STEWARDS   COFFEE MORNINGS	
Nov 3rd John & Brenda Newton  Monday Nighters 

Nov 10th        Richard & Linda Parsons          Forecourt 

Nov 17th        David Warren              Fair Trade Fayre  

Nov 24th        David Gabe   Guides   
   

 

CHURCH STEWARDS 
 

Mornings 

Nov 4th  Shade Ojo  

Nov 11th    Margot Gabe, Victoria Edwards  

Nov 18th    Katie Tebbatt, Pat Moore  

Nov 25th    Anne Lockley, Peter Taylor        
   

Evenings  John Rainbow 
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Calendar for November 2018 
 
 Thurs 1st      11.00      Forget-me-nots  
Fri 2nd          12.45 Luncheon Club  
Sat 3rd  6.30       Link Up 

 
Sun 4th       10.45        Family Worship: Baca Charity 
                                   ‘Working with Teenage Refugees’ 

   6.00   Evening Communion Service: 1 Peter 1: 1-12 
 

Tues 6th     10 -12        Yarn Angels 
Wed 7th      3.30-6.00   Messy Church 
 
Sun 11th      10.45 Remembrance Day Service: Matt 26: 47-54 
 6.00 Evening Worship: 1 Peter 2: 4-12 
   
Thurs 15th    11.00 Forget-me-nots 
Fri 16th         12.45        Luncheon Club 
Sat 17th       10 – 3 Fair Trade Fayre 
 7.30 Ladies Choir Concert 
 
Sun 18th      10.45    Agape Service: Matt 28: 1-10 
 4.00         Sunday @ Four 
 
Tues 20th     10-12  Yarn Angels 

 12.45  Lunchtime Concert:  
  Caroline Faulkner, Lynne Glover & Judith Morrison 

 
Sun 25th  10.45 Family Service: Luke 10: 25-37      
  Howard Ketton 
               6.00 Evening Worship: Joint Church Choirs 
 
Tues 27th     6-10 Festival Family Film Night 
Fri 30th           12.45 Luncheon Club 
 
 
Items for the December/January magazine should be handed into the office 
or sent to edward-atkin@hotmail.co.uk by NOON on Sunday 25th 
November  
  


